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This semester has been the most unusual one in my career, just as 
this time has been perhaps the most unusual time in our lives. We 
are all accustomed to making decisions based on research, best 
practices and experience. The novelty of a pandemic, however, 
has changed even that.
In this time of discomfort and uncertainty, however, we have 
learned much about ourselves. We have developed new skills, 
looked at life in different ways and gained resiliency. We are more 
creative, more resourceful and more focused than ever before on 
the future of Wofford College.
This Wofford Today shares a snapshot of what the spring looked 
like this year on campus. This issue also pays tribute to the Class of 
2020 and a group of retiring professors whose final semester on 
campus did not end as expected. The campus has been quiet, but 
we still found ways to teach and learn. We supported each other 
and found ways to make connections, build relationships, secure 
internships and plan research experiences. And we will continue to 
do the same as we look toward the future together.
Stay well, Terriers. We will conquer and prevail!
Nayef H. Samhat
11TH PRESIDENT OF WOFFORD COLLEGE
WOFFORD TODAY
SUMMER 2020 | VOLUME 52 | ISSUE 4 
WOFFORD.EDU/WOFFORDTODAY
EDITOR 









Landon Renner ’ 19
Leila Samhat
Dr. Phillip Stone ’94
PHOTOGRAPHER 
Mark Olencki ’75
WOFFORD TODAY ONLINE 
Kevin Huffman
Wofford Today (USPS 691-140) is published four times each year by the Office of Marketing 
and Communications, Wofford College, 429 N. Church St., Spartanburg, S.C., 29303-3663, for 
alumni and friends of the college. Issued quarterly: fall, winter, spring and summer.
Periodicals postage is paid at the Spartanburg Main Post Office, Spartanburg, S.C., 
with additional mailing entries in Columbia and Greenville. 
SEND ADDRESS CHANGES OR LIFE UPDATES TO: 
Alumni Office, Wofford College 
429 N. Church St., Spartanburg, S.C. 29303-3663 
alumni@wofford.edu 
864-597-4200 | fax 864-597-4219
 
Nominate a Wofford unsung hero for Wofford Today. 
Email us at woffordtoday@wofford.edu. 
Wofford College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, sex, age, 
national origin, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation or any legally protected status. 
The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the 
nondiscrimination policies: Title IX and ADA coordinator, 864-597-4375, or assistant dean of 
students for student involvement, 864-597-4048.
SIMULATING THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
Dr. Vicki Gilbert, visiting assistant professor of government and international affairs, had 
students in her 202 Foundations of American Government class simulate history by playing 
the role of the nation’s founding fathers while constructing the U.S. Constitution. Isaiah 
Franco ’23 of Newton, Pa., played the role of George Washington.
While under stay-at-home orders, Nayef and Prema Samhat often walked 
two of the campus’s favorite inhabitants — Zoey (right) and Ava.
MESSAGE         PRESIDENTFROM THE
MORE WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED
@woffordcollege
The Wofford Theatre community had been working all year on a grand production to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of theatre at Wofford. “Cabaret” was nearly audience-ready when COVID-
19 literally stole the show. Mary Thalassinos ’20, a theatre major from Spartanburg who earned 
the lead role as Sally Bowles, and other cast members were crushed. They could not invite an 
audience to watch an impromptu performance because of social distancing, but thought led 
the group to pull together a private performance for cast and crew.
32
STOUT RECEIVES SCHOLARSHIP 
William Stout ’20, a member of the men’s indoor and outdoor track 
and field teams and a biology major from Nashville, Tenn., was 
selected by the Southern Conference Graduate Scholar Committee to 
receive the Dave Hart Scholarship. Stout earned all-conference honors 
six times in his career and was a four-time SoCon Academic Honor 











40SAMHAT, PROFESSORS INTERVIEWED ABOUT COVID-19 
President Nayef Samhat and several professors have been 
interviewed regarding the impact of COVID-19. Find links to stories 
that address the college’s response to coronavirus, new virtual 
admission visits, remote academic advising, the local business 
climate and correlations between COVID-19 and the 1918 influenza 
pandemic at wofford.edu/woffordtoday. 
NEWMAN HONORED BY SCICU 
Dr. Britt Newman, associate professor of Spanish, received the 
2020 Excellence in Teaching Award, presented by South Carolina 
Independent Colleges and Universities. Each year SCICU honors 
the “best of the best” among the faculty at its 20 member colleges 
and universities. Newman was recognized for his commitment 
to increasing student understanding of the importance of 
communicating across cultures.
NEW PRESIDENTIAL INTERNATIONAL SCHOLAR
Margaret Roach ’21 has been named Wofford’s 37th Presidential 
International Scholar. Roach, a psychology major with a 
concentration in medicine and the liberal arts from Concord, N.C., will 
research the “integration of traditional medicine with the biomedical 
approach to treating mental health in India,” looking at traditional 
and modern treatments for mental health in that country. Dr. John 
Lefebvre, professor of psychology, is her faculty mentor.
ROSTICK VOLUNTEERS TO HELP 
After returning to Tampa, Fla., to complete the semester remotely, 
Solana Rostick ’23 joined the ranks of essential personnel in her 
hometown. The first-year student, art history major and Bonner 
Scholar delivered Meals on Wheels — a week’s worth of frozen 
meals at a time to limit contact with the nonprofit organization’s 
high-risk clients.
SMITH STAGES SOCIAL MEDIA TAKEOVER 
MacKenna Smith ’20, an art history and chemistry major from Mount 
Pleasant, S.C., took over the Johnson Collection gallery’s social media 
accounts for a week in May to share her senior capstone project — a 
week of educational, interactive digital programming in support of 
the exhibition “Care Through Conservation: Behind the Scenes at the 
Johnson Collection.” Smith curated the exhibition as an intern this 
semester with TJC. 
WHERE THOUGHT LEADS AT
WOFFORD
Read more about these and other stories online at 
wofford.edu/woffordtoday.
20 FOR 20: CHEERS TO THE CLASS OF 2020
Prema Samhat wanted to honor the Class of 2020 in 
a special way so she created a toast for them… then 
enlisted the campus community to join her in sending 
20 video toasts to the class leading up to their original 
Commencement date. The toasts were a huge success 
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UNLEASHED
Even on opening day, Wofford baseball was swinging for the fences, and Wofford’s student fans knew 
it. The Terriers opened the season at 14-3 with a 4-3 win over #14 Auburn University on March 11. The 
remainder of the season was canceled because of COVID-19, but the Terriers were picked first by the 
coaches and second by the media in Southern Conference preseason polls, leading the league at the 











exper ience in 
three words
by Jo Ann Mitchel l  Brasington ’89
When we asked some of our newest Wofford 
graduates to describe their experience in three 
words, most of them said it was impossible, but they 
did it anyway. Earlier in the semester, continuing 
their Wofford experience remotely for seven weeks 
seemed daunting and practically impossible as well, 
but, again, they did it anyway. These graduates — 
along with their classmates — may face a tough 
COVID-19 job market, but we have no doubt that 




Major: physics; Minors: business, 
mathematics
Bryant was accepted into every graduate 
school she applied to and has chosen to 
attend Northeastern University to pursue 
a master’s degree in applied physics.
TB
The Wofford 









Majors: biology, sociology and 
anthropology
Kinley-Howard will be attending the 
James B. Edwards College of Dental 
Medicine at the Medical University of 
South Carolina.
The Wofford 










Smith and a classmate are starting 
their own business — LifeCycle Energy 
Solutions — to provide energy analysis to 
commercial properties.
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words:  a 





Belo Horizonte,  Brazi l ,  and 
Travelers Rest ,  S .C.
Major: psychology with a concentration 
in neuroscience
Dempsey has begun medical school at the 
Medical University of South Carolina in 
Charleston.
The Wofford 









Douglasvi l le,  Ga.
Major: intercultural studies; Minors: 
Arabic, business, Francophone studies
Mogbo was selected as the recipient of a 
prestigious Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistantship to Algeria. Because of 
COVID-19, Fulbright has postponed the 
program until January 2021. Until then, 
she is living and working in Atlanta.
The Wofford 




creat iv i ty.
JH
JORDAN HOERNER
Myrt le Beach,  S.C. 
Major: accounting 
Hoerner will begin a master’s degree 
in public accounting at Clemson 
University’s business school in 
Greenville. She also will be preparing for 
the CPA exam. 
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 




Simpsonvi l le,  S.C.
Majors: mathematics, philosophy
Haun has a graduate teaching assis-
tantship at the University of Florida, 
where he will begin a master’s degree in 
philosophy.
The Wofford 








Major: mathematics with a concentration 
in applied mathematics; Minor: computer 
science 
Rutland has accepted a job as an 
implementation consultant at FAST 
Enterprises. She began a corporate 
training program in Centennial, Colo., 
in June and soon will find out where she 
will be located.
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 
adventurous, 




Florence,  S.C. 
Major: history; Minor: government
Carter has been accepted into the 
University of South Carolina School of 
Law and will enroll in the fall.
The Wofford 







North Augusta,  S.C.
Major: physics; Minors: Francophone 
studies, mathematics
Butler has begun medical school at the 
Medical University of South Carolina in 
Charleston.
The Wofford 







Fort  Mi l l ,  S .C.
Major: government with concentrations 
in Education and American politics
Hood has accepted a position to teach 
seventh-grade social studies and coach 
girls basketball at Carver Middle School 
in Spartanburg, S.C.
The Wofford 







Mount Pleasant ,  S.C.
Major: biology
Paraskeva was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in May. She is pursuing a 
master’s degree in nursing while serving 
in the U.S. Army Reserve.
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 



















Major: computer science; Minors: 
accounting, finance
Munoz had multiple job offers but has 
decided to begin work as a software 
engineer for Wells Fargo in Charlotte, 
N.C.
The Wofford 






Chicago,  I l l .
Majors: biology and mathematics 
Cronister will be attending the University 
of San Francisco to pursue a master’s 
degree in data science. She also will 
be a member of the university’s beach 
volleyball team.
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 
growth,  joy, 
opportuni ty.
ZAINAB BHAGAT
I rmo,  S.C.
Major: finance; Minor: English
Bhagat will pursue a master’s degree in 
health administration at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, the number one 
MHA program in the country. She plans 
to go into strategic planning for hospitals.
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 




Cedar Grove,  N.C.
Majors: English, international affairs
Compton’s goal is to earn a commission 
as a U.S. Marine Corps officer, and he has 
been accepted into the U.S. Marine Corps 
Officer Candidate School in Quantico, Va.
The Wofford 




fu l f i l l ing.
REEVES GOETTEE
Summervi l le,  S.C.
Majors: biology, environmental studies
Goettee will begin work as a naturalist 
with the Camp St. Christopher Barrier 
Island Program on Seabrook Island, S.C. 
She is looking forward to teaching classes 
on beach, dune, salt marsh and maritime 
forest ecosystems as well as herpetology, 
sharks, marine mammals, birding, 
orienteering and team building. 
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 
def in ing, 
enr iching,  home.
BRADEN TUTTLE
Fountain Inn,  S.C.
Major: finance
In July, Tuttle begins working with Live 
Oak Bank in Wilmington, N.C.
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 




Carl is le,  Pa.
Majors: art history and Spanish
Estes has been selected to serve in the 
Peace Corps in Guatemala. The program 
is on hold through September, and Estes’ 
assignment is subject to change, but 
joining the Peace Corps remains her next 
step. 
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 
heart -warming, 
l i fe-def in ing, 
wor ld-opening.
CAROLINE MCWHORTER
Summervi l le,  S.C.
Major: biology with a concentration in 
medical humanities
McWhorter plans to attend the Medical 
University of South Carolina in 
Charleston and serve as a medical officer 
in the U.S. Navy. 
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 
memorable, 
mot ivat ional , 


















Major: biology with a concentration in 
medical humanities
Hollingsworth will be attending the 
University of South Carolina to earn a 
master's degree in genetic counseling. 
BLAKE MORGAN
St.  John’s ,  F la .
Major: business economics
Morgan, a halfback for the Terriers, 
plans to continue to play football 
professionally.
The Wofford 







Major: government with a concentration 
in American politics; Minors: film and 
digital media, international affairs
Adams was married at the end of May 
and is relocating to the Charlotte, N.C., 
area, where he plans to pursue a career in 
communications and marketing. He had 
a job lined up, but the offer was rescinded 
because of COVID-19.
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 
eye-opening, 
t ransformat ive, 
unforgettable.
ABIGAIL ALBRITTON
Vestavia Hi l ls ,  Ala.
Major: chemistry; Minor: economics 
Albritton will spend the year working and 
gaining experience in the health care field 
while applying to medical school. 
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 
fami ly,  growth, 
opportuni ty.
FREDY MADRID
San Pedro Sula,  Honduras
Major: economics; Minor: Arabic
Madrid will be working with Gibbs 
International Inc. under the mentorship 
of Wofford trustee Jimmy Gibbs. He 
will be working around the country and 
abroad to help expand the company’s 
mission, vision and goals.
The Wofford 
















FROM THE CLASS OF 2019
Hayley Helen Younginer, English
FROM THE CLASS OF 2020
Joshua Marion Adams, government
Abigail Claire Albritton, chemistry
Zainab Khuzem Bhagat, finance
Turner Elizabeth Bryant, physics
William Nicholas Butler, physics
Mariana Ozelle Carreno, Spanish
Owen Augustus Collars, biology
Chandler Pope Compton, English, international 
affairs
Catherine Taylor Cronister, biology, mathematics
Megan Caroline Dempsey, psychology
Lydia Evelyn Estes, art history, Spanish
Khalil Amar Gamble, theatre
Elizabeth Vaughan Harrell, government
David Waters Hickman, philosophy, history
Eli Aaron Horner, mathematics
Blake Michael Jeresaty, finance, economics
Emily Gyles Laney, Chinese, finance
Elizabeth Marie Leatherman, religion
Anna Christian Lyles, biology
Mikala Grace McBride, business economics
Sydney Marie McHugh, accounting, government
Fatima Abbas Mohammed, biology, Spanish
Kassidy Laurel Morton, mathematics, psychology
Kendall Beth Otto, biology
Samuel Victor Padula, mathematics
Ruhi Pranay Patel, chemistry, Spanish
Nathan V. Patnam, computer science
Liesel Noelle Rutland, mathematics
Leila Carmen Shearer, Spanish, psychology
Hawkins Stilwell Shepard, chemistry, history
Thomas Neville Stack, international affairs, history
Robert William Stout, biology
John Michael Matthews Sullivan, economics
Maite Mishel Velazquez-Hernandez, biology
Kendall Alexis Weaver, international affairs
Caroline Grace Wilson, mathematics
Leah Camastra Wilson, accounting, Spanish
PHI BETA KAPPA ELECTEES FOR 2020
CARRIE RUFF
Rutherfordton,  N.C.
Majors: philosophy and government with 
a concentration in American politics
Ruff will begin law school at Campbell 
University in Raleigh, N.C., with plans 
to become an advocate for missing, 
exploited and abused children.
The Wofford 
exper ience in 
three words: 
invent ive, 





By Mark Olencki ’75 and
Jo Ann Mitchell Brasington ’89
It was too quiet. Spring at Wofford 
College — the green of the grass, the 
pink of the trees, the golden haze of 
sunshine and pollen — is usually the 
backdrop to so much energy and so 
many events. Not this year. Just as the 
campus was beginning to explode with 
color, students were leaving because 
of COVID-19. In the unfamiliar stillness, 
Mark Olencki ’75 began cataloging the 
still spring.
Faculty and staff worked from home or on flexible 
schedules to continue the essential work of the college.
Even the pollen we all 
love to hate seemed more 
beautiful this year.
Temporary closure signs 
















Construction continued on 
Jerome Johnson Richardson 
Hall. The 150-bed residence 
will house first-year 
students in the fall.
The Career Center and the 
Office of Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation launched a 
rebranding campaign just 
before the pandemic. When 
students return to campus, 
they will find a new look 
for the Mungo Exchange, 
the college’s hub of high-
impact programs.
Even though Commencement 
has been postponed until 
Aug. 21 and 22, a few 
members of the Class of 2020 
— Joshua Adams, Elizabeth 
Collins and Max Lefebvre — 
came to campus on Sunday, 
May 17, the graduation date 
on their diplomas.
Statewide stay-at-home 
orders meant a change 
in the way the college 
operated as evidenced by 
departmental mail baskets.
Premium parking spaces 
between the Olin Building 
and Shipp Hall were no 
longer in demand.
A Wofford student left this 
art on the window to their 
residence in the Michael 
S. Brown Village Center. 
It was a reminder to all of 
better days.
Once the stay-at-home 
orders were lifted, athletics 
staff who were eager to 
see colleagues organized 
socially distanced lunch 
















The college’s facilities staff 
found ways to stay busy and 
make improvements to the 
campus while students were 
away.
The Wofford Wellness Center 
and others across campus 
encouraged hand-washing to 
combat a bad flu season. Hand-
washing instructions became 
even more specific with 
COVID-19.
Players Corner is typically 
packed in the spring with 
students, faculty and staff 
who want to enjoy their meals 
outside.
A sign on the Class of 1956 
Terrier sculpture marked each 
day that students were away 
from campus.
At 5 p.m., the traffic on Church 
Street in front of the college is 
usually bumper-to-bumper. Not 




Construction crews practiced social distancing and wore masks 
while working on Jerome Johnson Richardson Hall and the 
Chandler Center for Environmental Studies (top right).
April was Autism Awareness Month. The community event on 
campus was canceled, but the college still lit Main Building in 
blue to raise awareness.
Appropriately, the sculpture of Light continued to stand for all 
students at the entrance to the Sandor Teszler Library, a place 
that continued to support student success during COVID-19.
President Nayef Samhat had a request from a parent asking 
him to pose in academic regalia so she could create a life-sized 
cutout for her daughter and their family’s Commencement 
celebration.
The grass still grew, and mowers still hummed.
The Rev. Dr. Ron Robinson ’78 promised the Class of 2020 four 
years ago that the college would toll the bell for them upon 
their Commencement. On May 17, Robinson kept that promise. 
The Wofford community listened to the bell toll once for each 
graduate on Instagram and Facebook. Several graduates came 
to hear the bell live. The bell will toll again for the Class of 2020 
during their August Commencement.
Dr. Caleb Arrington, professor of chemistry, continued to hold 
class online in his empty lab.
THE STILL SPRING22 23
Nine longtime 
faculty retire 
at the end of the 
spring semester
Responding to the current pandemic demanded that 
Wofford’s outstanding faculty step out of their comfort 
zones, learning new technologies and ways of adapting 
seminar-style classes and hands-on inquiry-based labs into 
effective remote learning.
For the nine faculty members who are retiring at the end of the 
academic year, it is safe to say that teaching remotely was not how 
they had planned to finish their careers. I am both sad that we were 
deprived of the opportunity to give them all a proper, celebratory 
send-off and very proud of their resilience and adaptability this past 
spring in meeting the challenge of providing a quality remote learning 
experience for Wofford students. These colleagues have served 
decades of students well, and I encourage all of our alumni, students, 
faculty, staff and friends to let them know how much we appreciate 
them and how much we will miss them. We wish them well!
Dr. Mike Sosulski, provost
Retiring faculty are:
Dr. Terry A. Ferguson ’75
associate professor and senior 
researcher for the Goodall 
Environmental Studies Center
Dr. Shawn M. Forbes
professor of finance
John E. Lane ’77
professor and director of the 
Goodall Environmental Studies 
Center




Dr. Alliston K. Reid ’75
the Reeves Family Professor 
of Psychology
Dr. Peter L. Schmunk
the Mr. and Mrs. T.R. Garrison 
Professor of the Humanities/Art 
History
Christi L. Sellars
senior instructor of music
Dr. Deno P. Trakas













rs turned out to be one of the best decisions of my life.”
She says one lasting accomplishment of 
her time at Wofford is the establishment 
of a music minor. “Our students always 
have been dedicated, putting many hours 
into their music studies. It was time to 
recognize their efforts. It is my hope that 
the degree will attract many future Terrier 
musicians to the program.”
Sellars plans to return to campus many 
times to hear concerts in Leonard 
Auditorium or watch performances in the 
Rosalind Sallenger Richardson Center 
for the Arts. “Many of ‘my’ students will 
still be here for several more years as will 
many of my wonderful friends. Wofford 
will forever be an important part of my 
life, and I am so very thankful for my time 
here.”
Christi Sellars, senior instructor of music, 
considers 2020 her senior year at Wofford. 
Not because she’s graduating, but because 
she retired at the end of the semester 
and she’s had to teach her final semester 
remotely.
“I very much relate to the senior students, 
and I’m devastated that I won’t have the 
opportunity to direct my choirs at our final 
concerts,” says Sellars, who has been at 
Wofford for 26 years. “Neither did a talented 
cast get to perform ‘Cabaret’ that they 
worked toward all year. Those experiences 
can’t be replicated.”
Still, Sellars hopes she has made a lasting 
impression on all of the students she’s 
taught throughout her tenure at Wofford. 
“In all of my courses, I’ve tried to relay my 
love of music. My classes explore many 
genres in order to develop broader musical 
repertoire. After graduation, I encourage 
my students to participate in a church or 
community choir, a theater group or simply 
to be a patron of the arts,” she says. “I have 
received numerous calls and notes letting 
me know what they’ve done since leaving 
Wofford. It makes me very proud. I feel like 
I did my job.”
Sellars came to Wofford in 1994 at the 
request of then-director of music Dr. Vic 
Bilanchone, when the instructor directing 
the Women’s Choir and the Goldtones 
decided to leave on short notice. “I was 





“I had been a student here from 
1971 through 1975, and I knew the 
strengths and potential of a position 
at Wofford,” he says. “Also, returning 
here with a ‘hard-money salary’ 
was much more appealing than 
continuing on ‘soft-money funded 
research,’ which was becoming more 
and more difficult in the early 1980s.”
Ferguson has continued his 
research while at Wofford, though, 
co-authoring one of the top 
100 articles in Nature Scientific 
Reports for 2019. He will continue 
that research on platinum levels 
of sediments in the Midlands of 
South Carolina that supports an 
extraterrestrial impact event that 
occurred nearly 13,000 years ago. 
He also will continue working with 
several research teams, including 
one that is studying the cultural and 
natural landscapes near the Goodall 
Environmental Studies Center.
“After retirement, I will most certainly 
return to the Goodall Center and the 
surrounding area along the Lawson’s 
Fork near Glendale,” he says. “This has 
been the location of many learning 
experiences and fond memories. I will 
probably return to the new Chandler 
Center for Environmental Studies to 
see how the program that John Lane 
’77 and I started over a decade ago 
continues to grow and flourish.”
He also will continue pursuing his 
lifelong interests in photography, 
sculpture and family history.
“I was there from the beginning 
with the environmental studies 
program, with much of that work 
coming out of the water and 
culture course I taught with Ellen 
Goldey [former biology professor]. 
We realized the need for an 
interdisciplinary program that 
included the environment,” says 
Lane, who headed the committee 
to create the environmental 
studies program and served as the 
program’s first director before Dr. 
Kaye Savage joined the faculty.
“I was in the middle of anything 
that was done to get students out 
into nature,” says Lane, who was 
director of the college’s outdoors 
program after the retirement 
of Dr. John Pilley, professor of 
psychology. “The best teaching I 
did was from the seat of a kayak. 
Schmunk retired at the end of the 
semester after 33 years teaching at 
Wofford.
“In 1987, I responded to a job 
listing at a time when there were 
few openings across the country 
for an art historian — and there still 
aren’t many,” he says, noting he had 
hoped to settle in the West, where 
he and his wife both grew up and 
where he goes every summer to 
backpack in the Rocky Mountains. 
“Having never been as far south 
as South Carolina, I was intrigued 
by the prospect of experiencing a 
different part of the United States. 
We thought we might be here for 
three to five years before moving to 
I wanted to get kids out into the 
world.”
It wasn’t just out into nature, Lane 
says, it was “into the world. It 
broadens their education and gets 
them out of their heads in a way 
that a college usually doesn’t — 
where you usually think of college 
with classrooms, textbooks and 
professors standing in front of 
those classes giving lectures. 
Getting students out into nature 
— into the world — was and is a 
way of deflecting that image and 
letting them know that there’s a 
big, wider world out there. A big, 
complex world outside of the gated 
periphery of a college campus.”
To that end, Lane has driven 
the college beyond its physical 
boundaries, out to the Goodall 
the West, and now, 33 years have 
passed.”
In addition to being able to teach 
“the things I wanted — while also 
serving the needs of a growing art 
history curriculum and program,” 
Schmunk says he especially 
appreciated the opportunity to 
travel abroad during Interim. “It 
really changed my life, enabling me 
to see things I teach firsthand and 
to share those experiences with 
students, but I also came to feel 
that something of life’s meaning 
was to be found in the discovery 
of new places and people, the 
experience of beauty in diverse 
and unexpected places and the 
engagement with the wider world 
that travel affords.
“As I retire, it is satisfying to see the 
visual arts housed in splendid new 
facilities and students served by a 
robust program and a capable and 
talented group of faculty,” he adds. 
“I hope I’ve conveyed to students 
my love of art, architecture and 
music and have helped them 
discover that their own lives might 
be immeasurably enriched by the 
experience of art.”
Center and the 200-acre nature 
preserve in Glendale and into the 
Northside neighborhood across from 
campus. “We need to break down 
barriers in any way we can,” he says. 
“Everything we wanted has 
happened — two buildings with the 
Goodall Center and the new Chandler 
Center for Environmental Studies on 
campus, a full faculty and resources, 
and incredible, bright and engaging 
students,” Lane says. “I couldn’t have 
even imagined this 10 years ago. It’s 
remarkable.”
Lane also has had a hand — a big 
hand — in establishing an atmosphere 
and programs that allow students 
to “create something rather than 
just study it.” That includes creative 
writing, art, theatre and music. “The 
creative writing program that Deno 
Trakas [retiring professor of English] 
and I created was the first to allow 
students to do that — to create,” 
he says. “It’s pretty remarkable that 
now we have these other programs 
and minors in which our students are 
doing that — making something.”
Lane doesn’t plan to “leave” Wofford 
anytime soon. While he plans to 
travel and write, after the pandemic 
passes, he also will be the volunteer 
manager of the research preserve. “I 
want to stay connected to Wofford, 
to nature.”
Dr. Terry Ferguson ’75, associate 
professor and senior researcher at 
the Goodall Environmental Studies 
Center, isn’t dwelling much on his 
“legacy” or the impact he’s had 
on students during his 40 years 
teaching at Wofford. “My impact 
and legacy are not mine to decide,” 
he says.
Instead he has focused on offering 
critical thinking learning experiences 
for students, including:
 + “Helping students to expand 
their worldview, both spatially 
and temporally and to develop 
a clear understanding of their 
place in that worldview.
 + “Helping students to become 
aware that we all have non-
conscious cultural biases — some 
beneficial, some detrimental — 
that we need to become aware 
of and decide their role in our 
lives.
 + “Helping students to understand 
that knowledge is problematical. 
All facts are not immutable and 
carved in stone. Evidence-based 
scientific knowledge can change, 
but is fundamentally different 
from beliefs, wants and desires.”
Ferguson taught two Interim courses 
in the late 1970s while still in graduate 
school, then returned in 1984 as a 
full-time faculty member, teaching 
courses in geology, anthropology 
and environmental studies. He retired 
at the end of the spring semester.
John Lane ’77, professor and director 
of Wofford’s Goodall Environmental 
Studies Center at Glendale, S.C., 
tends to go about his teaching and 
other work quietly while being right 
smack in the middle of things.
After more than 32 years of teaching 
English and environmental studies — 
which by his calculations means 64 
semesters, 896 weeks, 192 different 
classes, more than 3,800 students 
and some 40,000 papers to grade 
— Lane retired after the spring 
semester. He taught English for about 
20 years and environmental studies 
for 10.
Lane was instrumental in the creation 
of Wofford’s environmental studies 
program as well as the creative 
writing program and minor — both 
things he considers his legacy.
Have you ever been “Schmunked”? 
You’d know it, if you have, because 
it means you experienced one of Dr. 
Peter Schmunk’s 23 travel Interims 
while a student at Wofford.
“I tried to make those experiences 
as full and intellectually rewarding 
as possible, with a unifying focus on 
study and related activities such as 
opera, hiking and cooking that would 
be new to many,” says Schmunk, the 
Mr. and Mrs. T.R. Garrison Professor of 
Humanities/Art History. “I happened 
to learn some years ago that students 
who felt worn out by the full schedule 
of an Interim I led in Italy described 














Don’t get confused if you see 
Dr. Doug Rayner hanging out on 
Wofford’s campus come this fall. 
While the professor of biology 
retired at the end of the fall 2019 
semester, he plans to continue 
spending a lot of time in the places 
he loves.
“The places I will continue to return 
to are my lab and the greenhouse,” 
says Rayner, who taught at Wofford 
for 31 years after spending 12 years 
working for the South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources 
as the state botanist and inventory 
coordinator for the Heritage Trust 
Program. “I have thousands of 
specimens of all types — plants and 
animals and lots of live plants that 
I take care of. Since I returned from 
Cuba in late January, I’ve been on 
campus about six days a week.”
Rayner came to Wofford in 1989, 
leaving a “wonderful job as a field 
botanist because I wanted to teach. 
I earned my Ph.D. with the idea of 
becoming a college professor, and 
I figured if I didn’t start looking for 
a teaching job soon it would be too 
late,” he says, adding that he was 
only interested in small, private 
colleges with excellent reputations. 
Wofford fit the bill.
His fondest memories of students 
are of those who, “under my 
guidance, learned how to learn on 
their own; students who struggled 
with difficult concepts, but finally 
got them, such as learning to 
identify a plant using a difficult 
dichotomous key; and students who 
did research with me and the joy on 
their faces and the confidence they 
exuded when they presented their 
finding at a scientific meeting. I will 
never forget the many close friends 
many of my students became.
“I think most of my students will 
remember the importance of hard 
work, commitment and persistence,” 
he adds. “The importance of always 
making a good first impression and 
the importance of a good sense of 
humor. If you work as hard as you 
can, then whatever grade you get 
is what you get. There is no need to 
worry if you have done your best, 
and worry does no good anyway.”
In retirement, Rayner says he 
will “fish twice a week, visit with 
the grandchildren at least three 
times a week, garden daily and 
continue working at my church on 
a number of projects, especially the 
Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality 
Network (SPIHN). I will travel out of 
the country once a year, in country 
two times a year and take at least 
three trips in my travel camper.
“Lastly, I will continue as a 
major supporter of the Nature 
Conservancy, both in South Carolina 
and worldwide,” he adds. “I have 
been a scientific advisor or trustee 
for all but three years since the 
Nature Conservancy began in South 
Carolina in 1979. How can someone 
not support an organization whose 
goal is ‘to conserve the lands 
and waters upon which all life 
depends’?”
Oh, and Rayner has a few more 
plans for retirement. “For better or 
for worse, you will continue to see 
me regularly, if not intermittently, 
on the benches in front of Old Main 
— where I spent many memorable, 
wonderful lunches with Drs. Jack 
Seitz, Gerald Thurmond, G.R. Davis, 
Peter Schmunk and occasional 
others — and in the biology 
department and at sporting events.”
The old adage “all work and no 
play makes Jack a dull boy” feels 
very true for Dr. Alliston Reid 
’75, Reeves Family Professor 
of Psychology at Wofford, who 
retired this spring after 24 years of 
teaching at Wofford and 15 more 
years teaching at other institutions.
“I’ve been doing ‘all work’ for a long 
time. Now, I need a release and need 
to learn how to do play,” he says.
Of course, his idea of “play” may 
seem like just more work for 
anyone else. After retirement, Reid 
will continue to do research and 
writing, even collaborating with 
former students. “I will still be 
research-oriented. I have lots of 
graduate-level experiments to do. … 
I’m also looking forward to writing 
more articles for the more ‘popular 
press,’ such as Scientific American. 
I plan to visit family and friends in 
Mexico, Spain and other places — 
and eat a lot of good Mexican food,” 
adds Reid, who spent time in both 
countries while on sabbaticals and 
teaching in Mexico. “I would like 
to visit my friends and colleagues 
in those places, spend time in labs 
with graduate students who do the 
same kind of research on the way 
animals learn skills.”
Reid came to Wofford in 1996 as a 
full professor and two years later 
became chair of the department as 
Dr. John Pilley, Dr. James Seegars 
and Dr. Donald Scott were retiring. 
“I had to create a new psychology 
program with all new faculty,” he 
says. “In 2004, we were planning 
to move from Black Science Annex 
into the Roger Milliken Science 
Center, and I worked closely with 
Roger Milliken and Dr. David Wood 
for two or three years to redesign 
every room in the new psychology 
floor.”
He had been a student and friend 
of Pilley’s, spending time with him 
kayaking, windsurfing and other 
outdoors activities, so coming to 
Wofford was an easy decision even 
though he had been teaching for 11 
years at Eastern Oregon University.
“One thing I wanted to do was 
make psychology more of a natural 
science at Wofford than it had been 
previously,” Reid says. “It seemed 
that the older faculty no longer 
enjoyed science labs or trying to 
publish, so I wanted to change that. 
One great thing I did with John Pilley 
and Don Scott while I was a student 
at Wofford in the 1970s was to do 
publication-quality research with 
them, and I used that experience as 
a model for my teaching in Oregon 
and Mexico. Here, I made sure that 
our students did a senior thesis and 
our lab courses taught real science. 
I wanted to teach everybody to do 
hands-on empirical science, and 
that’s probably the most important 
thing I’ve done here.”
Reid still is conducting research 
and co-authoring with students. 
He and Paige Bolton Swafford ’19, 
who is applying to graduate school 
while working as a behavior analyst, 
just published a paper this summer 
on comparing whether rats and 
humans learn behavioral skills in the 
same way. 
“It’s important for students to see 
their names on published articles 
— and important for their parents,” 
he adds. “It opens a lot of doors for 
the students for graduate school 
or medical school, and they will be 
proud of that work for the rest of 
their lives.”
Publishing with students is his 
biggest legacy, he says. “I’ve 
probably published more peer-
reviewed articles together with 
students than any other professor at 
Wofford, with 39 so far and another 
one coming out soon,” he says. 



















Being a college professor was 
always in Dr. Deno P. Trakas’ 
blood, and his 40-year career as 
an English professor at Wofford 
College is a testament to that.
Trakas, the Laura and Winston Hoy 
Professor of English and director of 
the college’s Writing Center, retired 
at the end of the spring semester — 
one that has left him disappointed 
and feeling the loss of important 
interactions with students because 
of having to teach remotely because 
of coronavirus.
“My father was a college professor, 
so it was always in my DNA,” says 
Trakas. “But growing up, I wanted 
to be a doctor or a professional 
baseball player. Then I switched to 
tennis. Then I wanted to be Paul 
Simon or James Taylor. Then I 
realized that, alas, I didn’t have the 
talent for any of those things.”
What he did have talent for was 
writing — talent enough to write a 
poem in high school that “got me a 
girlfriend. Well, it made it possible 
for me to be the #2 boyfriend of the 
#1 girl in the school. Not perfect, but 
not bad for me.”
His love of writing led to a successful 
college career at Eckerd College 
in St. Petersburg, Fla., where he 
minored in English, Spanish and 
art. “To graduate, I had to choose 
one, so I chose Spanish because 
I’d spent a year in Spain and had 
all the credits I needed, and I went 
to grad school in English because 
my writing finally let me be a #1 
boyfriend,” he says.
Trakas started teaching at Wofford 
in 1980. “I was lucky, just lucky, to 
see an ad for a job at Wofford in 
English, with a little Writing Center 
on the side. All my grandparents 
were Greek immigrants who settled 
in Spartanburg, my parents grew 
up here, my father went to Wofford 
and the job fit me almost perfectly. 
I figured my karma had a full tank 
and was on the right road.”
Trakas says his students “have 
been the essence, motivation 
and inspiration of my career. I’ve 
taught about 5,000, and I’ve liked 
and respected most all of them, 
and almost all of them are out in 
the world fulfilling the mission 
of Wofford, ‘a commitment 
to excellence in character, 
performance, leadership, service 
to others and lifelong learning.’ 
They’re teachers, administrators, 
doctors, dentists, lawyers, ministers, 
civic leaders, owners of businesses, 
writers, editors, politicians, 
husbands, wives, friends. I’d love to 
have a reunion of all of them. We’d 
have to wear name tags.”
Life in retirement won’t look 
much different. “I love Wofford, 
and although I no longer have my 
fabulous office, my second home, 
I’ll probably hang out a lot as long 
as Dwayne Harris ’86 and the other 
campus safety officers don’t run me 
off. I’ll use the library, I’ll have lunch 
with my friends, I’ll play tennis, I’ll 
read and write.”
Above: For Trakas, retirement began 
following his last Zoom class of the 
semester with a surprise retirement 
celebration and gathering with 
family.
Dr. Frank Machovec, professor 
of economics, is proud of many 
things he accomplished during 
his 32-year teaching career at 
Wofford, including his two-year 
chairmanship of the department, 
but he’s most proud of three things 
that he says reflect on the impact 
he’s had on his students and the 
college through the years.
 + Alumni established the Dr. 
Frank Machovec Endowed 
Scholarship in December 
2019. It will be awarded for 
the first time in the 2020-21 
academic year to a student 
majoring or intending to major 
in economics. “Wofford has had 
a number of other significant 
financial contributions to the 
college in my name, but now 
there’s a scholarship as well,” 
he says.
 + Conrad Heinrich ’19, winner of 
the 2019 Southern Conference 
championship in the decathlon 
and Wofford’s student-athlete 
of the year, named Machovec 
as his favorite professor in a 
feature on the SoCon website, 
citing his “cause-and-effect” 
method of teaching and his 
accessibility to his students.
 + Zack Morrow ’16 shared a story 
of Machovec in the May 2019 
Wall Street Journal article, “In 
Praise of Great Professors; 
Students reflect on what made 
their best teachers so special.” 
Morrow wrote, “For all the 
talk about the importance of 
career readiness in education, 
the best professors are those 
who challenge their students to 
wrestle, and wrestle hard, with 
the undying questions posed 
by the human condition.” 
He also says one of his legacies will 
be the two books he’s written over 
the past decade, one of which will 
be published in 2021. 
Machovec, who served a four-year 
term at the Pentagon as director 
of a division of 15 intelligence 
analysts at the end of his 20-year 
military career, came to Wofford 
for a “second career, and I never 
regretted it. I’ve taught a legion 
of very bright students. I have 
maintained regular contact with 
many. … It was extremely satisfying 
that people who were not 
economics majors regularly took 
my courses because they heard 
what a different kind of teacher I 
am, both in style and philosophical 
perspective.”
In the article on the Southern 
Conference website about Heinrich, 
Machovec summed up his ideals for 
teaching:
“My philosophy of life is that, as a 
professor, my moral responsibility is 
three-fold: first, to be instrumental 
in assisting my students to become 
clear-thinking, articulate, literate, 
numerate adults; second, to 
inculcate a love of learning; and 
third, to inspire a prudent dose of 
skepticism when encountering that 































That’s an often-used word to describe the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The world hadn’t 
seen anything like it since the influenza 
epidemic in 1918. Soon after Wofford’s 
2020 spring semester began, the campus 
community started monitoring this novel 
coronavirus as it spread to Europe from 
Asia and confirmed cases in the United 
States were expected to escalate. 
Students studying abroad returned home. 
Fraternities and sororities had to cancel 
events. Athletics competitions came to 
a halt and seasons were ended. Then, a 
Sunday evening email from President 
Nayef Samhat informed students they 
needed to vacate campus by 5 p.m. that 
Tuesday for an extended spring break 
before eventually resuming the semester 
through remote learning. State and local 
governments instituted shelter-in-place 
orders; some communities required people 
to wear masks while shopping or using 
public transportation. Businesses were 
deemed essential or nonessential. A visit 
to the barber, a meal out or a visit to the 
movie theater for a matinee was no longer 
an option. 
College life was disrupted. 
But Wofford’s students, faculty, staff, 
coaches and alumni stayed true to the 
alma mater. They sought to conquer and 
prevail. 
The Wofford Wellness 
Center
Wofford’s campus community dispersed, 
but the Wellness Center continued to play 
a critical role in caring for students, faculty 
and staff. 
The campus’s medical clinic transitioned 
to telemedicine appointments while 
limiting in-person visits. Counseling 
services were done remotely, and the 
Office of Accessibility Services assisted 
students as they transitioned to remote 
learning. 
“I am so humbled to work ‘side by side’ 
with our staff who continue to discover 
innovative ways to do our good work 
through remote sessions, from social 
media that reaches our students in their 
homes, to being boots on the ground in the 
Wellness Center,” says Beth Wallace ’82, 
associate vice president for the division of 
campus life and student development and 
director of the Wellness Center. 
The center got creative and anticipated 
needs students would have and developed 
new resources to help. Virtual counseling 
groups were started for seniors to process 
feelings of grief and sadness related 
to postponed and canceled events. All 
students were invited to sessions focused 
on adjusting to courses online and 
challenges they were experiencing away 
from campus. 
Lisa Lefebvre, director of employee 
wellness and medical services, and Kellie 
Buckner ’01, a counselor in the Wellness 
Center, developed Wofford-specific guided 
imagery to help students missing time 
on campus and included those exercises 
in emails from the Wellness Center that 
included a host of resources. Perry Henson 
’96, director of counseling and accessibility 
services, also recorded a loving-kindness 
meditation that was shared with the 
campus community.
Remote instruction
Wofford had never offered an online class 
before, and six weeks into the 2020 spring 
semester faculty and staff had to adjust 
lesson plans and syllabuses to transition to 
remote learning. 
Dr. Stacey Hettes, professor of biology and 
associate provost for faculty development, 
and Dr. Anne Catlla, associate professor 
of mathematics and dean of the college’s 
Center for Innovation and Learning, 
put their heads together and developed 
resources to teach the teachers. “They 
curated some of the best advice available 
on online testing, discussion leadership, 
group projects and more,” says Dr. Mike 
Sosulski, provost. They created a webpage 
with goals for remote learning, alternative 
methods of teaching and other resources 
for adapting courses to a mediated 
environment. They — along with support 
from colleagues Dr. Trina Jones, professor 
of religion and associate provost for 
curriculum and co-curriculum; Dr. Tim 
Schmitz, professor of history and 
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associate provost for administration; 
Dr. Dan Mathewson, associate professor 
of religion and director of new faculty 
teaching initiatives; and Dr. John Miles, 
associate professor of English and dean of 
institutional effectiveness and academic 
planning — also organized and taught 
professional development workshops for 
faculty to protect the college’s academic 
integrity and ensure that Wofford students 
who already were missing so much by 
being away from campus could complete 
the semester.
Even physical education classes had to 
move online. Rod Ray, the men’s tennis 
coach, teaches a tennis class for the 
college.
“Obviously they can’t go to a tennis 
court right now,” says Ray, who had one 
student living in England and confined 
to his family’s apartment. “But what is 
something I can help them with that 
would be of benefit?”
Instead of learning how to serve and 
volley, students in Ray’s physical education 
class focused on fitness programs that 
included bodyweight exercises and interval 
training that could be done at home.  
He checked in with students several times 
a week and made sure those check-ins 
were about more than their progress with 
exercise. He made sure they were aware of 
Wofford resources available through the 
Wellness Center and student services.
“We’re all in this together,” says Ray.
Students missed the instruction on the 
tennis courts, but they benefited from 
having Ray’s support.
“It’s good to have Coach Ray as a teacher 
right now, because even though we haven’t 
seen him since we left Wofford, I can feel 
the care he puts into his weekly emails 
and the passion he has for pushing us 
and teaching us to live healthier lives 
even when college or life wants to get 
in the way,” says Hampton Bryant ’23 of 
Greenville, S.C.  
Admission
Clusters of high school students being 
led along a campus filled with blooming 
trees and flowers are a common sight at 
Wofford during the spring. That stopped 
a few weeks into the semester, but the 
Office of Admission remained committed 
to showcasing the beautiful campus and 
innovative learning spaces as well as what 
makes Wofford truly special — the people. 
Prospective students and their families 
took virtual visits and participated in panel 
discussions with students, faculty and staff 
through teleconferencing.  
“Our goal is to help students make a good 
decision about where they go to college, 
and I think that continues to be our focus 
through these virtual sessions,” says Brand 
Stille ’86, vice president of enrollment. 
Stille asked Wofford’s faculty to record 
videos discussing the Wofford experience 
and offering insight on how the college 
was adapting during COVID-19. One of the 
most colorful videos was done by Dr. Trina 
Jones, who shared her collection of tiaras 
along with stories of the colleagues who 
contributed to the collection.
“At Wofford, the people who will teach 
you, work with you in your dorms, who 
will work with you in student affairs, we 
like each other,” says Jones. “I think that 
shows in the way we get along and the way 
that people will treat you. In general, if 
people like each other, the atmosphere on 
campus will be nice.” 
The Office of Admission ended the 
recruitment season with 502 students 
eager to begin their first year of classes 
on campus in the fall; that’s the largest 
and most selective class in the college’s 
history.
Conquer & Prevail 
newsletter 
The campus community, alumni 
and friends of the college remained 
connected to Wofford through a biweekly 
e-newsletter, Conquer & Prevail. 
The publication celebrated Terrier 
contributions to their communities 
and the world during uncertain times 
while keeping the community aware of 
upcoming virtual events related to the 
college. 
“Current students, faculty and staff 
are away and alumni are spread across 
the globe, but we’re all having a shared 
experience during this pandemic,” 
says Jo Ann Mitchell Brasington ’89, 
interim vice president for marketing and 
communications. “It’s been important to 
document this moment and share how 
Terriers are living the college’s mission 
and values.”
Some of the stories captured in Conquer 
& Prevail include how Grace Gehlken 
’22 and Kenzie Syiem ’23 used Wofford’s 
extended spring break and time away 
from campus to launch SEED (Sowing 
Empowerment Every Day), a social 
enterprise with intentions to promote 
sustainable change in communities around 
the world. A restaurant and inn owned 
by Frank ’89 and Amy Barwick Lesesne 
’89 catered a meal for emergency room 
staff at Beaufort Memorial Hospital 
thanks to the donations of Wofford 
friends. Dr. Josh Fennell ’98 and Dr. Lang 
Foster ’90 covered the dental practice 
of Dr. Christopher Collins ’95 while he 
experienced an extended deployment in 
the Middle East with the South Carolina 
Air National Guard. 
Wofford faculty and staff also shared 
words of wisdom in the publication, 
including the importance of self-care and 
how it’s OK to feel a range of emotions 
during a pandemic. The Rev. Dr. Ron 
Robinson ’78, Wofford’s Perkins-Prothro 
Chaplain and Professor of Religion, shared 
perspective during Holy Week while many 
wouldn’t be able to gather in houses of 
worship. 
Virtual town halls
Communication is vital during a crisis, and 
the president’s cabinet hosted multiple 
virtual town hall events in April and May 
for students, faculty, staff, alumni and 
friends of the college. They answered 
questions through Zoom while social 
distancing.
Questions ranged from plans for 
Commencement for the Class of 2020 to 
the distribution of CARES Act funding 
to students. There were events for our 
newest Terriers in the Class of 2024 and 
for supporters of the college’s NCAA 
Division I athletics program. All of the 
town hall events have been recorded and 
transcribed and are available at Wofford.
edu/coronavirus under the town hall icon.
Career prep, investing in 
entrepreneurs continue 
Professional development and networking 
are key activities at Wofford, and social 
distancing didn’t end those practices. 
The Career Center and the Office of 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation took 
their events online and created additional 
opportunities that proved timely as 
upcoming graduates faced concerns about 
entering an uncertain job market amid 
the pandemic. The center hosted Zoom 
workshops, including “Networking during 
crisis: Leveraging the Wofford community 
and other resources,” and introduced 
students to alumni who graduated during 
the recession in 2008 and 2009. 
The center also established a partnership 
with Parker Dewey to provide micro-
internships for students to get meaningful 
experience and help businesses identify 
potential talent. Terrier Talks, a podcast in 
partnership with the Alumni Association, 
made its debut while providing interviews 
with alumni focused on careers and 
lessons learned along the way.  
The Office of Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation’s Terrier StartUP Challenge 
took place for the fourth consecutive 
year. Nine startups founded by students 
competed for $10,000 in seed funding. 
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Instead of hundreds of people gathering 
in the volleyball arena of the Jerry 
Richardson Indoor Stadium to hear 
pitches in a “Shark Tank” format, the 
contest went online. Entrepreneurs told 
their stories and shared visions through 
Zoom. Jeremy Powers ’21, owner of Sky 
Shutter Media, recorded presentations 
and packaged a video that was posted to 
Wofford social media accounts.
Three judges  — Aru Anavekar, founder 
and CEO of Botsplash; Eric Dodds, 
president of Offsite and managing 
partner of Yield Group; and Jill Sorenson, 
executive director at SC Launch and SCRA 
entrepreneurial programs director — 
determined the grand prize winner and 
two runners-up while also selecting six 
teams to receive $500 in funding to further 
explore concepts. Fans watched the 
pitches through social media and selected 
a fan favorite to receive $500. 
Grand prize: $3,500:
Vieable Cosmetics, founded by Amanda 
Vie ’22 and Savannah Talledo ’21, is a 
sustainable cosmetic brand offering clean 
makeup in clean packaging. 
Second runner-up: $2,000:
Form, founded by Hannah Brown ’22, is 
focused on making functional footwear for 
yogis to wear to and from yoga studios and 
everywhere in between. 
Third runner-up: $1,500:
Grace Upon Grace, founded by Grace 
Cromer ’21, is an adaptive clothing line for 
children with feeding tubes and children 
with special needs. 
More than 1,200 votes were cast for a 
Fan Favorite award, which provided an 
additional $500 to Grace Upon Grace.  
Resilience Project
The Wofford College Resilience Project 
is a collaboration that began in 2018 to 
encourage and celebrate resilience. It 
collects and shares anonymous stories 
of how various people across Wofford, 
including alumni, have overcome 
adversity. The group also has developed 
a toolkit, which is available at wofford.
edu/coronavirus, designed to increase 
resilience within the Wofford community.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, people 
away from Wofford have found the toolkit 
to be a valuable resource. International 
Faith Youth Core shared a link to the 
toolkit in an article about ways campuses 
are helping students stay healthy during 
the stress and uncertainty of coronavirus.
Dr. John Lefebvre, professor of psychology, 
feels a sense of pride in having an 
opportunity to witness students realizing 
how their work is appreciated. 
“As a mentor, I am extremely proud of 
the student coordinators,” says Lefebvre. 
“They are incredible people and will 
do so many great things for our world. 
I am incredibly proud that they chose 
to volunteer for the Resilience Project. 
They are all very accomplished and busy 
on campus. Yet, they do not see this as a 
burden. And neither do the students who 
are contributing.”
The second volume of stories is underway. 
Theatre and Art
Temporarily closing campus and social 
distancing requirements impacted the arts 
at Wofford. 
“Cabaret” was set to be Wofford Theatre’s 
spring show. It was going to be the 
department’s first musical in four years, a 
dream come true for Mary Thalassinos ’20, 
who earned the lead role as Sally Bowles. 
Each year she hoped for a musical at 
Wofford, and this year it finally was going 
to happen.
A musical theatre class began preparing 
for the show in the fall of 2019, and a 
choreographer was hired. Auditions took 
place during Interim, and the cast was 
announced shortly before the start of the 
spring semester. 
Three-hour rehearsals already were 
planned four nights a week and Sunday 
evenings quickly were needed and 
additional musical rehearsals were added.
“This show was by far the biggest time 
commitment I’ve been a part of,” says 
Thalassinos. 
Soon, the show would be referred to as the 
greatest show never seen.
“Rumors of having to go on early break 
started to circulate and eventually the 
other schools in South Carolina began to 
follow the trend happening nationwide,” 
says Thalassinos. “There was nothing else 
to do except prepare for something new. 
What to do if we lost time to work? What 
to do if we lost the show altogether?”
They hoped to at least invite friends 
and family to open rehearsals, but that 
would draw too many people when social 
distancing was encouraged and off-
campus guests had to be limited. So, they 
performed for themselves.
“There were some tears before we did that 
run,” says Thalassinos. “There were twice 
as many as we hugged each other afterward. 
The uncertainty of it all hurt most.”
Another group of seniors expecting to 
experience a first at the start of the spring 
semester had their plans changed. The 
2019-20 academic year was Wofford’s first 
offering a studio art major. 
Six seniors were anticipating an evening 
exhibit in the Rosalind Sallenger 
Richardson Center for the Arts and an 
opportunity to discuss their work in 
person. Before leaving campus, they had 
discussions with Jessica Scott-Felder, 
assistant professor of studio art, about 
continuing their work, but there clearly 
would be challenges. 
“It was a heavy class,” Scott-Felder said. 
“The whole intention of the course was 
being shifted, and we didn’t know what it 
was shifting to.”
Scott-Felder says Wofford students are 
given a unique opportunity to use and 
take ownership of their studio space. 
The sudden displacement was jarring, 
but students adapted and were given an 
opportunity for a virtual exhibition.
“They wanted to continue this dialogue 
and were not discouraged,” Scott-Felder 
says.
Kendall Weaver ’20, Wofford’s 36th 
Presidential International Scholar, 
also presented her research from her 
experience studying international aid 
in the Middle East via a Zoom virtual 
exhibition. The senior art exhibition and 
the Presidential International Scholar 




As the Terrier family joined the rest of 
the world in finding ways to cope during 
COVID-19, Wofford’s Office of Student 
Success and the Office of Advancement 
partnered to help students who struggled 
financially or with access to technology. 
Within the first few days of remote 
learning, Wofford learned of students 
struggling to pay for internet services and 
others who had outdated computers and 
software. A few families experienced job 
loss and at least one student cared for a 
family member with a serious health issue; 
no one in the family was employed and 
food became a concern. Another student 
was homeless. 
Fortunately, the college was able to 
help through the OneWofford Fund, 
designed to offer assistance to students 
with financial needs across a variety of 
circumstances. It was created especially 
for times such as these. Now the Office 
of Advancement and the offices of 
Student Success and Financial Aid are 
working together to raise scholarship 
funds so students will have access to 
a pool of scholarship funds that will 
make their return to Wofford possible. 
ForWoffordStudents is part of The 
Wofford Fund, the college’s unrestricted 
annual fund, which gives the college 




DURING A GLOBAL 
HEALTH CRISIS
Dr. Christopher Collins ’95 (left) and Dr. 
Lang Foster ’90, both orthodontists, have 
been deployed and working with local 
public health teams in the Middle East 
during the pandemic. In May, Foster relieved 
Collins, whose deployment was extended 
because of coronavirus. Before deploying 
himself, Foster and Dr. Josh Fennell ’98 




In the early weeks of COVID-19, lifelong friends Dr. Dana Ray ’94 
(left) and Wendell Jones ’93 took to Facebook Live to educate the 
community on coronavirus. Ray, an internist with Cypress Internal 
Medicine Patewood in Greenville, addressed confusion, fears and what 
people should know about COVID-19. Jones, the pastor of Changing 
Your Mind Ministries, moderated the event. The interview had more 
than 1,800 views within 24 hours. “Dana has been a great friend, 
doctor, frat brother and uncle to my children,” says Jones. (Jones’ 
daughter Aaliyah Jones graduated from Wofford in 2019.) “He’s been a 
great source of information during this pandemic as well as a focus of 
our prayer given that he’s on the front lines.” 
Ray has done a number of interviews since the start of the pandemic. “I 
am definitely passionate about sharing information. … My mission is to 
provide the best quality care to my patients as well as provide up-to-
date and accurate information about the coronavirus to as many as I can. 
Hopefully, by doing so, I can do my part to alleviate fears and to educate 
the community on ways to decrease the spread of the virus.”
A L U M N I  R E S P O N D  T O  C O V I D - 1 9
HUTCHINS RIDES OUT 
CORONAVIRUS IN 
MALAYSIA
Alan Hutchins ’84 had been in Malaysia for 
eight years when COVID-19 changed life 
and work. As division vice president of 
operations, he is responsible for Sonoco’s 
food packaging and medical packaging  
divisions in Africa and Asia. Their products 
are considered essential, so Hutchins and 
his team have continued to work, though at 
a reduced level.
“Lockdowns in Malaysia are much stricter 
than what I see in the U.S. The police and 
military have roadblocks everywhere. We 
are not allowed to walk around outside or 
go to the park,” says Hutchins, who lives on 
HELPING MAMAS
Jan Ruth Mayheu ’99, director of 
individual and community support for 
Helping Mamas in Atlanta, Ga., typically 
focuses on fundraising, applying for 
grants, strengthening relationships 
with donors and building relationships 
with potential supporters. However, the 
COVID-19 crisis has altered those duties. 
Now she’s unloading trucks, opening 
deliveries and distributing supplies to 
those in need.
Helping Mamas is a nonprofit that serves 
as the baby supply bank for Georgia. It has 
a four-person staff, and they’re working in 
shifts to remain open three days a week 
to get items to new and existing clients. 
“We serve over 30,000 individuals living 
in poverty each year,” says Mayheu. “We 
collect and distribute essential baby 
supplies and period products through 
partnerships with over 120 social service 
agencies, ministries, shelters and schools.” 
According to Mayheu, demand was higher 
than normal during COVID-19.
the 26th floor of a high-rise in downtown 
Kuala Lumpur. His only escape — outside of a 
weekly trip to the grocery store that cannot 
last more than two hours — is time on his 
balcony. 
“Malaysia is doing a good job of controlling 
the virus,” says Hutchins in early May. 
“Nationwide, we have had less than 6,000 
verified cases of the virus with 99 deaths. Our 
first case was identified on Feb. 28.”
Hutchins says he can do almost everything he 
needs to do to keep business running from 
home, although that means long days on 
video or teleconferences. “However, I dearly 
miss the daily and personal interactions with 
my team members and managers.”
‘ IT IS VALIDATING 
AND GIVES ME HOPE’
Nancy Hilliard Joyce ’95 helps others when 
she sells paintings by donating a portion 
of each sale to a nonprofit. In April, she 
donated 100% of the sales from her most 
recent series to Direct Relief, a nonprofit 
that’s providing protective gear for health 
care providers on the front lines against 
COVID-19. That was $10,000.
“I always find a nonprofit that overlaps with 
the theme of a series of paintings,” says 
Joyce, who started the donations in 2011.
Joyce lives in Concord, N.C., and she started 
the series last summer. It included 14 
paintings of women with hourglasses. The 
series was done on cradled wood that was 
topped with handmade paper to represent 
the layered lives of Joyce’s subjects. She 
used acrylic and oil paints. 
“My relationship with time was there was 
never enough,” says Joyce, who thought 
about how women often juggle work and 
responsibilities associated with being 
mothers and caregivers. 
She finished the series as much of the world 
came to a halt because of COVID-19 and it 
was time to select a nonprofit for donations.
Joyce hosted a virtual show through social 
media to discuss the series and her plans to 
donate to Direct Relief. 
“People that I knew and didn’t know reached 
out and said, ‘I always wanted a piece of 
yours, and this makes me feel like I’m not 
just consuming,’” says Joyce of how people 
got behind the opportunity to help Direct 
Relief. “It is validating and gives me hope that 
people want something in life that inspires 
them and gives them joy,” says Joyce. 
by Dudley Brown and Jo Ann Mitchell Brasington ’89
3938
 40
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UPDATE YOUR 
INFORMATION AND 
SUBMIT YOUR NEWS 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF WOFFORD TODAY. 
Stay in touch with the college 






and clicking “Share 
Your Story.”
The new online service allows you to:
 + Update your personal profile.
 + Adjust your privacy settings 
to control what, if any, of your 
profile will be available for other 
alumni to see.
 + Search for classmates by 
industry, location and more.
 + Sign up for myMentor to connect 
with current students.
 + View your giving history.
 + View and pay on your pledge.
 + Manage your communications 
preferences.
Call the Alumni Office 
at 864-597-4185.
Write to us at 
Wofford Alumni
429 N. Church St. 
Spartanburg, S.C. 29303
1966
Paul Pittman, of Florence, S.C., was awarded the 
2019 Jacobs Bowl, the highest award for volunteer 
service to the U.S. Tennis Association’s Southern 
Section. 
1970
Edward J. Hamilton Jr. has been elected to serve 
on the national board of directors for the Employer 
Support of the Guard and Reserve, a program of 
the U.S. Department of Defense. He served in the 
U.S. Army Reserve JAG Corps, retiring as a colonel.
1976
John Braddy of Dillon, S.C., just completed his 
term as chairman of the McLeod Health Board of 
Trustees. He continues to serve on the board as 
well as in a consulting role with Braddy Insurance 
of Dillon. Braddy was instrumental in the revital-
ization of downtown Dillon and the restoration of 
the Dillon County Theatre and the Dillon County 
Courthouse. He is also past president of the Dillon 
County Chamber of Commerce.
1979
The Post & Courier newspaper recently pro-
filed Gary Keisler of Mount Pleasant, S.C. He’s 
a self-employed salesman. Business was slow 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, so Keisler 
made time for fly-fishing almost every day, even if 
it was just five minutes in a neighborhood lake. He 
told the newspaper, “If I wasn’t doing that, I would 
be going crazy right now.” 
1996
Becky McLeod Connelly of Mount Pleasant, S.C., 
founded Non Disclosure Apparel, which provides 
new bra technology. 
Josh Crotzer is the field editor for South Carolina 
Living magazine. He and his family are relocating 
to the Columbia, S.C., area. 
1997
Matt McCoy joined Eastdil Secured’s Charlotte, 
N.C., office. He is responsible for growing the 
commercial real estate firm’s credit, corporate 
advisory and net lease businesses in the Southeast 
and Southwest. 
1999
Brent Williams was named senior director of mar-
keting and sales for United Community Bank. He 
previously served as the bank’s director of commu-
nity banking sales and service. 
2000
Erika and Brian Clark welcomed Lawton John 
Clark on April 13, 2019. Lawton joins three older 
siblings. The family lives in Columbia, S.C. 
2003
FordHarrison promoted Kristin Starnes Gray 
to partner. Gray focuses her practice on helping 
employers navigate human resources-related issues 
and litigation. 
1985
The South Carolina General Assembly elected Tim 
Madden to an at-large seat as a judge in the state’s 
family court system.
Bert Parker recently was inducted into the 
Argentarius Society, recognizing his 25 years of 
service as a diagnostic and interventional radiol-
ogist at Tuomey Hospital. He serves as Prisma 
Health Tuomey chief of staff and has been actively 
involved in the day-to-day strategic planning during 
the COVID-19 crisis. 
1987
Michelle Womick Anderson, senior vice pres-
ident of the Anderson Wolf Godsey Group, has 
been named to Forbes magazine’s “America’s Top 
Women Wealth Advisors” 2020 list. She is located 
in Charlotte, N.C.
1988
COVID-19 forced Hartsville High School’s baseball 
season to end suddenly with coach Tony Gainey 
on the verge of winning his 200th game. He 
reflected on the season’s ending and his first spring 
break in 19 years with a sense of humor during an 
interview with the Florence Morning News: “My 
yard looks terrible, and my wife tells me if I spent 
as much time working on my yard as I do on our 
baseball field, it wouldn’t look as bad as it does.”
1989
The South Carolina General Assembly elected 
Ernie Jarrett, of Kingstree, S.C., to a seat on the 
3rd Judicial Circuit’s family court. 
1990
Paula Blackwell Bulman was named Midsouth 
commercial operations leader for USI’s Charlotte, 
N.C., office. USI is an insurance broker and con-
sulting firm. 
Mike Dennis of Orangeburg, S.C., was elected 
to the board of directors for the Courage Center, 
a nonprofit that provides coaching, treatment 
and other services for people battling substance 
addiction. 
1991
The South Carolina Conference of the United 
Methodist Church appointed the Rev. A. Melton 
Arant Jr. coordinator of clergy services. 
1992
Stuart Thomas is continuing his career with 
Mettler Toledo, but in a new role in a new country. 
Starting in February 2020, he became the country 
manager for Australia. After living for 10 years in 
the Columbus, Ohio, area, he and his wife, Kay, 
have relocated to Melbourne.
1995
Jule Eldridge has joined Raymond James 
& Associates as a senior vice president for 
investments. 
2004
Joseph Walker III of Columbia, S.C., owns mul-
tiple Marco’s Pizza locations. He partnered with 
University of South Carolina football coach Will 
Muschamp and his wife for the “Feed Our Heroes” 
campaign to provide meals to health care employ-
ees in Lexington, Richland and Sumter counties. 
2005
André Caldwell was elected shareholder in the 
office of Ogletree Deakins in Oklahoma City, Okla. 
South Carolina Lawyers Weekly awarded Janet 
Rhodes its Leadership in Law Award. The award 
recognizes attorneys who have achieved profes-
sional success while making significant contribu-
tions to society. She practices employment law in 
South Carolina and federal courts. 
2006
Sarah Smith Gucwa and her husband, Jason 
Gucwa, welcomed a son, Jackson Thomas Gucwa, 
on March 8, 2020. The family lives in Franklin, 
Tenn. 
2007
Bess Snyder Fortune and her husband, Russell 
Fortune, welcomed daughter Emmeline Isobel 
Fortune on Dec. 5, 2019. Emmeline joins siblings 
Mary Carol, Elias and Dottie. 
2008
Ashley Glasgow Langley and Michael Dennis 
Langley welcomed daughter Sterling Mae Langley 




by Jo Ann Mitchell Brasington ’89
THE FUTURE
LOOKS BRIGHT
Kim Adams Nelson ’84 added another title to her culinary resume — 
“Chopped Sweets” champion.
“Being on ‘Chopped Sweets’ was a thrill! My game plan was to stick 
with what I’m good at doing and make it to the final round. After that, 
the crumbs would have to fall where they may,” says Nelson. “It was a 
long and exhausting 15-hour day. Of course, getting to spend it looking 
at that terribly handsome Scott Conant did make it a tad bit more 
bearable. Winning was literally the icing on the cake. (Couldn’t help it!)”
Nelson, owner of Daisy Cakes, with bakeries in Spartanburg, S.C., and 
Las Vegas, Nev., won the new Food Network show and spin-off of the 
“Chopped” series, which presents mystery basket ingredients that 
chefs must incorporate to prepare creative and composed dishes. 
Nelson also brokered a deal with Barbara Corcoran on ABC’s “Shark 
Tank” in 2013 and since has appeared on the “TODAY Show,” “QVC,” 
“The Queen Latifah Show,” Anderson Cooper,” “The Taste,” “The Chew,” 
“Good Morning America,” “ABC World News,” “Made in America,” 
“Rachael Ray” and “Wheel of Fortune.”
Nelson uses family recipes to bake traditional four-layer cakes in flavors 
such as coconut, chocolate, red velvet and carrot. She ships about 
17,000 cakes around the country each year, and with coronavirus and 
stay-at-home orders, she has seen a spike in business.
Lisa Orzel, mother of Andrew Orzel, shared this photo of the mock graduation ceremony that 
families held for three graduating members of the Wofford College baseball team (from left):  
Brett Rodriguez ’20, Andrew Orzel ’20 and Reece Maniscalco ’20. All will begin master’s degree 
programs in the fall. 41
C L A S S  N O T E S
2011
Craig Mitchell Calhoun married Lindsey 
Lambrakos on Feb. 22, 2020, at First Baptist 
Church of Charleston, S.C.
Lisle Traywick was named to the South Carolina 
Supreme Court Pro Bono Hall of Fame. It recog-
nizes attorneys who have provided 50 or more 
hours of pro bono legal service in a calendar 
year. Traywick practices with Robinson Gray, a 
Columbia-based firm.
2013
Michelle Stinson was named assistant director of 
undergraduate admissions at American University 
in Washington, D.C. 
Joseph Benjamin McMillin and his wife, Caroline, 
welcomed a son, Joseph Asher McMillin, on Feb. 
28, 2020. 
2014
Alexandra Kachulis and Ryan Hurst were mar-
ried Aug. 31, 2019, at St. Nektarios Greek Orthodox 
Church in Charlotte, N.C. Kachulis is a nurse prac-
titioner, and Hurst is completing a doctorate in 
nursing practice in anesthesia. The couple lives in 
Raleigh, N.C.
FACULTY
Dr. Matt Cathey, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, was awarded a master of science degree from 
Texas A&M University in December. He majored 
in statistics with emphases in biostatistics and 
applied statistics.
Dr. William DeMars, professor of government 
and international affairs, has been awarded a 
Visiting International Professor Fellowship by 
the Ruhr-Universität Bochum (RUB) Research 
School in Bochum, Germany, to collaborate with 
his co-author, Dr. Dennis Dijkzeul, on researching 
international NGOs with RUB doctoral disserta-
tion students and colleagues. This VIP fellowship 
provides a grant of € 5,000 to fund three visits to 
RUB over two years. The first visit was during the 
first week of March.
Dr. John Farrenkopf, professor of government and 
international affairs, was the featured speaker at a 
Richmond, Va., dinner held at the Commonwealth 
Club on Feb. 27, 2020. The evening was titled “An 
Evening on Oswald Spengler.” During the event, he 
was presented with a resolution from the Virginia 
state legislature, which recognized him as “the 
world’s leading English-speaking scholar on the 
life and works of Oswald Spengler.”
2015
Dr. Sarah Grace Keaveny Engel, a resident in the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham’s Pediatric 
Residency Program, was selected for an exchange 
program that will take her to Catholic University 
in Santiago, Chile, in 2021.
The South Carolina Association of Student 
Councils named Brian Mekler its Middle Level 
Advisor of the Year. Mekler is a social studies 
teacher at Northwest Middle School in Travelers 
Rest, S.C. Four years ago, as a first-year teacher, 
Mekler assumed the role of student council advisor 
with a team of two students and an account with 
$14 in it. Over time he grew the program to a robust 
membership of more than 40 council members 
who have built a culture of school spirit and pride 
through leadership. He was also a finalist for the 
Warren E. Shull Advisor of the Year Award.
2017
Matt Howell, a Ph.D. candidate in chemistry at 
the University of Connecticut, is the recipient of a 
prestigious National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowship. The fellowship will begin in 
the fall and continue through spring 2023. Given 
the growing crisis of antibiotic-resistant bacte-
ria, Howell, in collaboration with his advisor, will 
examine the relationships between peptides, metal 
ions and antibiotics. They are searching for com-
binations that demonstrate synergistic killing of 
these bacteria.
Kevin Joseph Szostak married Abigail Rae Butler 
on Jan. 11, 2020, in Summerville, S.C. Szostak 
is director of investor services for the Greater 
Summerville/Dorchester County Chamber of 
Commerce.  
Allen Wilkerson was promoted to vice president 
with Colliers International. He works in the com-
pany’s Columbia, S.C., market and specializes in 
corporate consulting, leasing and acquisitions. 
2018
David Lewitt and Natalya Khan were married on 
March 6 in Islamabad, Pakistan. 
2019
Limestone College in Gaffney, S.C., named Devin 
Watson the defensive backs coach for its football 
team. He also is working toward an MBA from 
Shorter University. 
Dr. Alysa M. Handelsman, assistant professor of 
sociology and anthropology, has a new publication, 
“Ethnography as Decolonial Pedagogy in Ecuador: 
Youth-Led Research and Learning” in Engaging the 
African Diaspora in K-12 Education. 
Dr. Jeremy Morris, assistant professor of biology, 
co-authored “Musculoskeletal mass and shape are 
correlated with competitive ability in male house 
mice (Mus musculus),” which appeared in the 
Journal of Experimental Biology (February 2020).
Dr. Anne B. Rodrick, professor of history, had a 
paper, titled “The Circulation of Knowledge-Based 
Culture: The Journal of the Society of Arts, 1852-
1870,” accepted for the 2020 conference of the 
Research Society for Victorian Periodicals. The 
conference has been postponed until fall 2021.
George W. Singleton, the John C. Cobb Professor 
of Humanities/English, has published the follow-
ing recently: “What a Dime Costs,” short story, 
Story magazine, #7, spring 2020; “I Know About 
Child-Proofing,” novella, storySouth, April 2020; 
“Figure Out the Boundaries,” short story, Arts 
and Letters, #40, spring 2020; “Dispensers,” short 
story, Epoch, Vol 69:1, summer 2020; and “Down 
to the Graveyard,” nonfiction, Oxford American SC 
Music issue, November 2019.
Patrick M. Stanton, associate professor of finance, 
has a new publication in the International Journal 
of Economics and Management Engineering, 
“Cultural Effects on the Performance of Non-Profit 
and For-Profit Microfinance Institutions,” co-au-
thored by William R. McCumber.
COVERING THE WORLD
BARBER JOINS NBC NEWS AND MSNBC AS A CORRESPONDENT
by Laura H. Corbin
Ellison Barber ’12, a correspondent for NBC 
News and MSNBC, is a lifelong learner — 
something she learned while at Wofford.
“Wofford taught me how to learn, to find 
answers for myself, and it serves me well 
every day,” says Barber, an English major 
originally from Cumming, Ga. “I didn’t study 
or major in broadcast journalism. When I 
realized I wanted to try to make it a career, I 
went online and ordered textbooks I found 
on j-school syllabi. I studied them every day. 
I asked friends in broadcast news to send 
me copies of scripts reporters wrote so I 
could teach myself the format for writing a 
news package. I recorded nightly news and 
watched it every morning to try to figure out 
how reporters used their words, video and 
sound to tell such dynamic stories.
“Wofford made me a lifelong learner,” adds 
Barber, who is covering international and 
domestic breaking news for NBC and MSNBC 
after working as a general assignment 
reporter for Fox News Channel.
While at Fox News, she reported in the U.S. 
and in international hotspots, including a trip 
a broadcast journalist without a specific 
undergrad degree. I remember seeing Craig 
report and thinking, ‘Wait, if he went to 
Wofford he probably majored in something 
else, so maybe there’s still a way to do this.’”
Barber met Melvin a few years ago. “He 
already was a big deal at NBC, but he took 
time out of his day to come and meet me 
because he heard a Wofford grad was in the 
building. He was kind and smart and gave me 
some advice.”
Dr. Carey Voeller, associate professor of 
English, and Dr. John Ware, associate 
professor and chair of the Department of 
English, also influenced her, she says. “I fell 
in love with learning in their classes. They 
taught me how to learn, how to ask questions 
and how to think for myself. We were 
studying literature, but they taught me so 
much more.”
to Colombia in May 2019 to report on the 
political and humanitarian crisis in Venezuela. 
She reported from the Simón Bolívar 
International Bridge as gunfire erupted, as 
contraband groups sought control of illegal 
routes that Venezuelan refugees use to cross 
into Colombia. Barber spent days reporting 
from those routes and was one of the first 
American journalists to report from the 
UNHCR refugee center in Maicao, Colombia. 
She returned to the region in August of last 
year as an embedded journalist on the USNS 
Comfort, where Venezuelan refugees were 
treated.
Barber, who has been based in Washington, 
D.C., will move to New York City when it 
is safe to do so. For now, because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she is living in her 
parents’ basement and driving 2.5 hours 
each way to Tennessee to report remotely. 
“It’s safer than staying in a hotel right now. 
We’re doing everything we can to stay safe 
and keep those around us safe. It’s different, 
logistically, but it’s important for us to be on 
the ground, talking to people and getting 
viewers as much information as we can,” she 
says.
Barber says she didn’t decide to pursue 
journalism until she was an adult, but she 
thinks “10-year-old Ellison knew something 
grown-up Ellison forgot. Growing up, I made 
my sisters film pretend newscasts with me 
from our backyard,” she explains.
It wasn’t until she was a senior at Wofford, 
taking a literature and human rights course, 
that she made the career decision. “One 
day we watched a documentary called ‘War 
Photographer.’ That film changed everything 
for me. I remember watching it, seeing 
James Nachtwey and Christiane Amanpour 
reporting in Kosovo, and thinking, ‘That’s 
everything I want to do in a career.’ I still keep 
a copy of the DVD on my bookshelf.”
Barber says her two sisters — Lindel Barber 
Waclawski ’14 and Stewart Barber Young ’09 
— have been a great influence on her. “We 
travel as a pack,” she explains. 
Craig Melvin ’01, news anchor for NBC’s 
“Today” show, co-host of the 3rd Hour of 
Today and anchor for MSNBC Live, inspired 
Barber. “When I was at Wofford, we didn’t 
have a journalism or communications 
major. I wasn’t sure if it was possible to be 
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1954
Edwin Rushing “Pete” Johnson, Jan. 2, 2020, 
Albemarle, N.C. Johnson served in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean War before spending 40 years 
working in banking. He retired from Wachovia.
1955 
Robert Norris Head, Feb. 26, 2020, Valdese, 
N.C. Head served in the U.S. Army before 
working many years as an industrial engineer. 
He was an avid gardener and woodcarver, and 
he enjoyed the outdoors. 
Paul Switzer Kent, March 16, 2020, West 
Columbia, S.C. Kent served 20 years in the U.S. 
Army before retiring as a major. He also retired 
from the William J. Bryan Dorn VA Hospital in 
1996. He was a member of Lexington Baptist 
Church and the Elizabeth Sessions Sunday 
School Class for 44 years. He enjoyed partici-
pating in mission work, including time in Kenya. 
1959
Marvin Humbert O’Neal Jr., Feb. 23, 2020, 
Bluffton, S.C. O’Neal was a chemistry teacher 
for 40 years while also owning and operating 
Educational Computer Services in Camden, 
S.C., for 20 years. He served on and chaired 
several boards in Kershaw County, including the 
YMCA, chamber of commerce and the fine arts 
center. He enjoyed aviation, skiing and sailing.  
Dallas Gene Parker, Feb. 15, 2020, Central 
Pacolet, S.C. Parker worked with Kohler Co. for 
more than 30 years. 
1960
Col. Irvin Schenck Butler Jr., April 7, 2020, 
Columbia, S.C. Butler served in the U.S. Army. 
He received numerous awards for his service, 
including the Legion of Merit, Meritorious 
Service Medal, Air Medal, Cross of Gallantry 
and the General Staff ID Badge.
Charles Paul Jones Sr., April 25, 2020, 
Knoxville, Tenn. A U.S. Army veteran, Jones 
played quarterback for the Terriers for four 
years. He retired from Dempster Brothers and 
was the former owner of McGhee’s Irish Pub 
and the Varsity Inn in Knoxville.
1943
Robert Leo “Bob” Allen, March 10, 2020, 
Gastonia, N.C. Allen served in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps during World War II before enjoying 
a 40-year career with Southern Bell. 
1945
James Millard Hart Sr., Feb. 28, 2020, Inman, 
S.C. Hart began his career with the South 
Carolina Highway Patrol before spending 30 
years with State Farm and retiring as a claims 
superintendent. At 75, he pursued another 
career in law enforcement by applying for a 
position with the South Carolina Department 
of Corrections. He passed the physical fitness 
test before his wife enlisted their five children 
to talk him out of the pursuit. 
1949
James Edwin “Ed” Zimmerman, Feb. 25, 
2020, Spartanburg, S.C. Zimmerman worked 
33 years with Citizens and Southern National 
Bank and retired as a vice president and senior 
trust officer. He was a founding member of 
Morningside Baptist Church and was active with 
the Downtown Sertoma Club, Total Ministries 
and Meals on Wheels. 
1957
Dr. Martin “Lee” Mays, April 4, 2020, Camden, 
S.C. Mays served as a captain in the U.S. Air 
Force and practiced dentistry in Evreux, France, 
before being discharged. He returned home 
and ran his dental practice for 50 years. His 
nickname was “Painless.” He was a longtime 
member of Lyttleton Street United Methodist 
Church. 
1958
John Robert Brown, Feb. 14, 2020, Chapel Hill, 
N.C. Brown worked in pharmaceutical sales 
with Mead Johnson for 38 years. He was an avid 
Terriers fan. 
The Rev. John Christopher Detwiler, Feb. 25, 
2020, Durham, N.C. Detwiler was a chaplain and 
marriage and family counselor at Duke Medical 
Center. He was a lifelong member of Shandon 
United Methodist Church in Columbia, S.C.
1950
The Rev. Harold Walter Syfrett, April, 13, 
2020, Walterboro, S.C. Syfrett served the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention for more 
than 30 years. He was instrumental in starting 
Bethany and Cudd Memorial Baptist churches in 
Spartanburg. He served as a U.S. Navy chaplain 
during World War II before enrolling at Wofford. 
1951
The Rev. Joe Kirkpatrick Brown Sr., April 13, 
2020, Fayetteville, Ga. He served as minister in 
the United Methodist Church and was an asso-
ciate dean of students at Spartanburg Methodist 
College. He also was active with prison minis-
tries and education programs. He was an avid 
golfer. 
1952
Harmon Burgess Sprott Jr., Feb. 5, 2020, 
Manning, S.C. Sprott served in the U.S. Air Force 
and spent most of his career with Sprott Oil Co. 
Dr. Robert William “Bob” Hart III, March 15, 
2020, Hickory, N.C. Hart delivered hundreds of 
babies in Catawba County, and he enjoyed shar-
ing his passion for history with many, includ-
ing thousands of students visiting Hart Square 
Village, a wildlife preserve owned by his family 
in Vale, N.C. The village includes early American 
antiques and log buildings. 
Frank Carroll Stanton Sr., March 8, 2020, 
North Augusta, S.C. Stanton served in the U.S. 
Army and was a Korean War veteran. After col-
lege, he founded IndChem Inc., a distributor of 
industrial chemicals in Savannah, Ga. He was 
a founding member of Skidaway Island United 
Methodist Church in Savannah and served on 
the board of directors for many civic organiza-
tions before returning to his hometown of North 
Augusta for retirement. 
James Kendree “Ken” Williams Jr., March 6, 
2020, Ruther Glen, Va. Williams was a retired 
U.S. Navy commander and a member of several 
military and computer science societies. His 
family requested memorials be made to Wofford 
College. 
I N  M E M O R I A M
So, I decided, actually at my mom’s 
suggestion, to start keeping a journal in 
March. I try to take a few minutes each 
evening to write (or in my case, dictate 
to my iPad) a few memories of the day. I 
don’t know what I’ll do with it in the end, 
but it might become part of my own file 
in the archives so that down the line some 
future researcher will be able to see a little 
of what went on in Spartanburg and at 
to figure out how to do ministry without 
seeing their congregations. What’s that like 
for you?  
Another thing to consider is, how will this 
change us as individuals, communities and 
a nation? What’s going to be different in the 
future because of this experience? Take some 
time to think, reflect and maybe write some 
history of your own.  
we see those events, whereas they had to live 
with the uncertainty. So today, we are living 
with uncertainty.  
People probably think about archivists (and 
historians) as people who deal with the past. 
That’s true — part of what I do is to maintain 
the records of Wofford’s past so that people 
today can appreciate where we’ve been, and 
I help people — students, administrators, 
faculty, alumni — learn more about history. 
However, archivists have to look forward 
as well, for if we don’t collect the records 
of today, then researchers in the future 
won’t have any way to understand what we 
are going through right now. I’ve gotten 
questions about how Wofford experienced 
the 1918 influenza epidemic, and I’m trying to 
research that, but it would be easier if people 
then had kept better records.
So, I have to be aware that we are making 
history right now, and make sure that it gets 
documented. That might mean keeping track 
of messages that go to campus. It might 
mean collecting news articles and other 
documents. It might involve asking others 
to be sure they are keeping good records 
and then collecting those records from them 
later. It might even mean making a more 
intentional act, like keeping a journal.  
added to those of others, might be able to 
paint a picture of life for someone in the 
future. Beyond writing, take time to think 
and recognize what an unusual time this is. 
I certainly have never worked from home 
for two months before, and I’ve never tried 
to figure out how to teach a class without 
seeing my students face to face. You are 
certainly doing things differently now, so 
reflect on that. I know that clergy are trying 
For many of us, the past two months have 
been anything but normal. At Wofford, 
we’ve all had to adjust to doing our jobs 
away from campus, whether that’s teaching, 
helping students with research questions 
or, in my case, figuring out how to be an 
archivist when I don’t have regular access to 
the physical collection. So, rather than share 
a story about the past, I want to talk about 
living through history, how archivists try to 
collect and document those experiences, 
and what you might do yourself during 
these very unusual days.
History happens on ordinary days, and most 
of the time, it happens unexpectedly. In some 
cases, an event happens that changes the 
world between breakfast and dinner, and in 
other cases, history unfolds over days and 
weeks and can have just as profound an 
effect on us. That’s what we’re going through 
now, but part of the challenge with living 
through history is that we don’t know the end 
of the story because it hasn’t happened yet. 
I’ve pointed out to students in my History 
102 classes when I talk about the outbreak 
of World War II in 1939 that we have the 
advantage of hindsight. The British didn’t 
know in the dark days of 1940 how the war 
was going to turn out, while we know how 
that story ends. Our knowledge affects how 
Wofford during the spring of 2020. That’s 
how historians a century from now will piece 
together what this experience was like — by 
reading the words of several people who kept 
records.  
So, what can you do? You can keep a journal 
as well. Write about what happened today, 
what your own experience was, how unusual 
everything seemed. Even mundane thoughts, 
FROM THE ARCHIVES
LIVING THROUGH HISTORY
by Dr. Phillip Stone ’94, college archivist
Wofford students in Prague during Interim 
1969 watched history in the making during 
the Soviet invasion. They shared photos and 
stories with the campus on their return.
Students and faculty today are gathering 
stories and recreating maps of the 
African-American neighborhood that once 
occupied a portion of the campus.
There are no photos and few records from 
the first football game in South Carolina 
on Dec. 14, 1889, between Wofford and 
Furman University. 
At least 75 alumni and students died during 
World War II. Wofford’s enrollment was so 
drastically reduced that the Army took over 
the campus on Feb. 22, 1943.
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1966
William Byrd “Willie” Harrison, April 5, 2020, 
Alachua, Fla. Harrison retired from the U.S. 
Army as a chief warrant officer 4. He served two 
tours in Vietnam, one in the UH-1 Huey helicop-
ter with the “Cowboys” 335 AHC in support of 
the 173rd Airborne. He earned the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Bronze Star, Purple Heart and Air 
Medal. 
1967
David Lomax Hart, April 2, 2020, Tryon, N.C. 
Hart served in the U.S. Army before spending 
34 years with Duke Energy in various levels of 
management. He volunteered with numerous 
civic organizations over the years. 
1969
Robert G. “Bob” McCurdy, March 27, 2020, 
Norristown, Pa. McCurdy was a principal 
with McCurdy & Associates. He served in the 
U.S. Army and worked as a lieutenant in the 
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office in Texas. 
He enjoyed golf and woodworking.  
2011
Michael Anthony Scott, April 21, 2020, Atlanta, 
Ga. Scott died at the Emory Transplant Center 
after a battle with liver and kidney failure. Scott 
was a star running back for the Terriers. He was 
also a friend to many.
FRIENDS
Dr. Frances Robicsek, April 3, 2020, Charlotte, 
N.C. Robicsek fled his native Hungary in 1956 
before settling in Charlotte and becoming 
a world-renowned cardiac surgeon. He was 
one of the first physicians to perform heart 
bypass operations in the 1950s at Carolinas 
Medical Center and performed the hospital’s 
first heart transplant in 1986. He founded the 
Sanger Clinic, now Atrium Health Sanger Heart 
& Vascular Institute, and spent more than 50 
years advancing cardiac care. Robicsek and his 
wife, Lilly, had been renowned art collectors for 
decades, sharing pieces from their impressive 
collection with the Mint Museum in Charlotte. 
They have donated many works to Wofford’s 
Fine Arts Collection, including Hungarian paint-
ings and Chinese funerary objects.
1962
Lewis Ware “Lew” Flint, March 1, 2020, 
Spartanburg, S.C. Flint served in the U.S. Navy 
for 28 years before retiring as a commander. He 
was a Vietnam War veteran. 
John H. Sitton, March 28, 2020, Charlotte, 
N.C. He served as president of Tres Computer 
Concepts for many years and moved the busi-
ness from Greensboro, N.C., to Charlotte. 
1964
James Andrew “Jim” Neal, March 14, 2020, 
West Columbia, S.C. Neal dedicated his career 
to public health. He began work with the South 
Carolina State Board of Health with its com-
municable disease section before spending 28 
years with the South Carolina Commission on 
Alcoholism. He received many state and national 
awards for his work. An award for outstanding 
service is named in his honor. He wrote books 
on the history of treating alcohol and drug 
abuse in South Carolina as well as on United 
Methodist churches in the state and churches 
burned during the American Revolution. 
1970
Jack C. Graves, Feb. 18, 2020, Ware Shoals, S.C. 
Graves spent 28 years working in education, 
including service as principal at Ware Shoals 
Junior High School. He also spent 14 years 
working in retail management and was a ded-
icated volunteer at the Museum and Railroad 
Historical Center in Greenwood.
Benjamin Thomas “Ben” Linder, May 3, 2020, 
West Columbia, S.C. Linder worked in interna-
tional textile marketing.
1974
Thomas Whitfield “Tommy” Dunaway III, 
April 16, 2020, Anderson, S.C. Dunaway prac-
ticed law for 35 years and served 33 years on 
Anderson City Council. He was a member of 
St. John’s United Methodist Church and served 
as a trustee and on the church’s administrative 
board. Dunaway received many awards and 
appointments during his career. 
1975
The Rev. Dr. Robert Norris Burkins Sr., May 
1, 2020, Simpsonville, S.C. Burkins earned a 
master of divinity degree in biblical studies 
and languages from the Interdenominational 
Theological Center and a doctor of divinity 
degree from Johnson C. Smith Theological 
Seminary. He served nearly 40 years as a pastor 
and counselor in Florida and New Jersey, and 
most recently in Greenville, S.C. He was pas-
sionate about his work for the church and 
community.
1964
John Hartford Smith, Feb. 20, 2020, Little 
River, S.C. Smith worked as a manager with 
Milliken and Co., and he was a vice president 
with Butte Knit in Spartanburg before owning 
and operating Green Street Minimart in 
Laurens, S.C. He was an avid sailor and member 
of the Long Bay Sailing Association. 
1965
Roger Wayne Dorn, Jan. 29, 2020, Florence, 
S.C. Dorn served in the U.S. Army and retired as 
the editor of a business journal. He also worked 
with Dilmar Oil Co. 
Reaves Ham Gasque, April 22, 2020, Marion, 
S.C. Gasque retired from the insurance business. 
He was an active member of Marion First United 
Methodist Church and an avid runner for many 
years. Completing marathons were some of his 
proudest accomplishments.
James Gilliam “Jim” Westmoreland Sr., 
March 7, 2020, Isle of Palms, S.C. Westmoreland 
had a 35-year career as a computer systems man-
ager. In his spare time, he enjoyed sailing, golf 
and tennis. 
1983
George William Yarbrough III, April 10, 2020, 
Hartsville, S.C. Yarbrough retired from the 
South Carolina Tax Commission. His family 
requested memorials to be made to Wofford 
College.
1986
David Allen Nelson, March 6, 2020, 
Charlotte, N.C. Nelson was a loyal employee at 
Maintenance Supply Co. He led his high school 
team to its first state championship in North 
Carolina before joining the Terriers. Even after 
graduation he enjoyed playing, coaching and 
watching basketball. He was an avid golfer and 
was known for sharing “pearls of wisdom” with 
family and friends. He was in declining health 
for the past several years.
1996
Kristi Walvoord Cripps, March 29, 2020, 
Chapin, S.C. Cripps worked in advertising before 
staying home with her three daughters. Once the 
girls were older, she started teaching preschool 
at Union United Methodist Church. She enjoyed 
sunset boat rides, watching sunrises from her 
deck, caring for orchids and collecting pieces for 
her Christmas village. 
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WOFFORD SELECTS NEW DEAN OF THE LIBRARY
ROBERTS TO LEAD LIBRARY INTO ROLE AS AN ACADEMIC COMMONS
by Dudley Brown
Lisa Roberts is the new dean for Wofford 
College’s Sandor Teszler Library. Roberts 
comes to Wofford from Principia College in 
Elsah, Ill., where she has been the director 
of the Marshall Brooks Library since 2011.
“The Sandor Teszler Library is an essential 
partner in the academic success of Wofford’s 
students and faculty, and we look forward 
to having Lisa’s leadership as the library 
positions itself as an academic commons to 
facilitate learning and collaboration,” says 
Dr. Mike Sosulski, Wofford’s provost. “Lisa’s 
strong commitment to student success, 
her distinguished record of leadership and 
her vision of the transformative power an 
academic commons can play in the life of a 
liberal arts college make her an excellent fit 
for Wofford.” 
Roberts earned a master of library and 
information science degree at the University 
of Texas at Austin. She earned a bachelor of 
arts in economics, religion and philosophy 
at Principia College. She is a member of the 
American Library Association (ALA) and 
the Association of College and Research 
Libraries (ACRL). 
“Wofford’s core values align beautifully 
with my personal values,” Roberts says. “I’m 
excited by the vision outlined in the strategic 
plan and the central role the library will play 
during this time of growth and innovation. 
I’m excited to join a strong team within the 
library, and look forward to collaborating 
with faculty, staff and administration to 
develop programming in support of student 
learning.”
During her time at Principia, she built a 
comprehensive across-the-curriculum 
information literacy instruction program 
and was involved with revising the college’s 
general education curriculum and the 
development of the First Year Experience 
Program. She also served on committees 
responsible for the reaffirmation of 
accreditation and a new model for academic 
program review and the assessment of 
student learning. 
Wofford’s Sandor Teszler Library is 
experiencing major transition and growth, 
as the 43,000-square-foot building receives 
a top-to-bottom renovation and joins a 
statewide-shared library service platform in 
the summer of 2020.
Lucy Strausbaugh Woodhouse ’90 is the 
new director of Lifelong Learning (LLL) at 
Wofford.
Woodhouse didn’t know where her career 
would take her when she left Wofford with 
a B.A. in government. Her first job was in 
nonprofit administration, and she enjoyed 
taking on the challenges that accompany 
organizational growth and management. It 
wasn’t until she began directing the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Furman 
University in 2008, however, that she realized 
her passion for working with adult learners. 
Woodhouse loved the creativity and energy 
of the lifelong learners and used that energy 
to fuel the program’s growth. During her six-
year tenure, Woodhouse was instrumental in 
expanding OLLI to more than 350 courses, 
1,500 members and 400 volunteers. Now 
Woodhouse brings that expertise to Wofford’s 
program.
“I get so much joy from working with 
bright, creative and energetic seniors,” she 
says. “I realized my passion and inspiration 
comes from seeing faces, talking to groups, 
connecting people, challenging a first-time 
teacher or field trip host, then watching 
them renew their belief in their purpose in 
retirement.” 
Woodhouse also served as the senior lifelong 
learning manager at CampusCE Corp. and 
as CEO of the Black River United Way in 
Georgetown, S.C., before coming to Wofford.
“Lucy brings the same passion that former 
director Morgan Jordan instilled in our 
program,” says Lee Winfield, lifelong learner 
and chair of the LLL executive committee. 
“We could not ask for a better candidate 
to continue the building of the Wofford 
program.”
WOFFORD GRADUATE RETURNS





Sign up to be a professional 
mentor to a Wofford student. 
Visit wofford.firsthand.co., 
then select “GIVE ADVICE” 
to begin the registration 
process. You also can contact 
Rebecca Parker ’11, internships 
and employer relations 
director in the Career Center, 
at parkerrm@wofford.edu 
if you have an internship or 





Want to support Wofford students who are facing 




to support emergency 
assistance for students or to 
make a gift to an endowed 
scholarship or The Wofford 
Fund. We want to make sure 
that all of our students have 
the opportunity to finish 
their degrees, regardless of 
the financial setbacks they 
may be facing because of the 
global health crisis. 





On the city’s northern border,  
Reared against the sky  
Proudly stands our Alma Mater  
As the Years go by.
May it ever be our watchword.  
“CONQUER AND PREVAIL .”  
Hail to thee, our Alma Mater  
Dear old Wofford, hail!
Cherished by thy sons and daughters  
Memories sweet will throng  
’Round our hearts, dear Alma Mater,  
As we sing thy song.
When we from thy halls are parted,  
And life’s battle’s on,  
Thy great spirit shall inspire us  
Till eternal dawn.
